
Excel Exploration #3 // VPA Upper Academy // #TrendingNow

Student Learning Targets
• Habit #5: I make strategic use of appropriate tools.
• TN3: I can use function notation, evaluate functions for inputs in their domains, and interpret 

statements that use function notation in terms of a context.

You will use Excel for this assignment.  You should complete all problems on loose-leaf paper to earn credit.  
Write your name above the rubric on the back of this page, and staple this sheet to your work to earn a 
grade on this assignment.

Initial Problems
1. We can make the “pocket calculator” from Problem Set #8.  On your loose-leaf paper, record the 

notes on how to do this.

2. Instead of using multiple columns, what can you write in cell C1 to do all the calculations at once?

3. Describe what you would input into Excel to calculate the “&” symbol that is described in Problem 9.

4. How about the “sun symbol” described in Problems 10 and 11?  Describe what you would type into 
Excel calculate this.

Referencing an Output
5. Take notes on how to program Excel to produce the © symbol from Problem 12.

6. Describe how you would program the $ symbol introduced in Problem 13.

Does it Help?
7. Look at Problems 17 through 21.  Pick one problem, and describe how Excel can help you solve the 

problem.

Excel is Full of Functions!
8. Type “Complete List of Excel Functions” into the search engine of your choice.  What do you see?  

How many Excel functions are there?

9. Problem 17b says, “you divide x by 2, round down if it’s not a whole number...”  Can you find the Excel 
function that will round a number down if it’s not a whole number?

10. What does the Excel Function DEC2BIN do?  Describe how to use this function.

Written Response
11. SLT TN3 is about functions.  Write a paragraph comparing the mathematical idea of a function, f(x), 

to functions in Excel.  How is the notation the same?  What do these two types of functions have in 
common?  How do they differ?


