
#TrendingNow Syllabus, Fall 2012
Mr. Boccheciamp and Mr. Dunseith

Unit Outline
Unit 1: !Computing Machines
Unit 2: !Networks
Unit 3: The Future

Structures
• Student Blogs
• Daily Readings and Writing Prompts
• Weekly Math Problem Sets
• Capacity Matrices
• Course Web Site
• Being Connected, Staying Reflective

Student Learning Targets
VPA Literacy Targets

• I can develop creative products using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-
structured event sequences. - W

• I can work through the writing process by planning, revising, editing, and rewriting.  - W
• I can use technology to publish original work and responsibly collaborate with an online 

community. - W
• I can selectively integrate information from multiple sources into my product. -W
• I can ask factual, interpretive, and evaluative questions to drive learning. -R
• I can analyze how the structure and organization contribute to the meaning of the text. -

R
• I can integrate and evaluate multiple sources in order to address a question or solve a 

problem. -R
• I can delineate and evaluate the claims, reasoning, and evidence in a text by comparing 

them to other sources. -R
• I can actively participate in collaborative discussions with peers and adults.  -L
• I can present ideas, arguments, and evidence logically and formally in a way is 

appropriate to my purpose, audience, and task.

VPA Habits of Scholarship
• I can explain how I reached my conclusion.
• I can consider multiple perspectives and their implications.
• I can ask new questions at each step.
• I can proudly present high quality work.



Mathematical Habits:
• Habit 1: I can make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
• Habit 2: I can reason abstractly and quantitatively.
• Habit 3: I can construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others.
• Habit 4: I can construct mathematical models.
• Habit 5: I can make strategic use of appropriate tools.
• Habit 6: I attend to precision.
• Habit 7: I look for and can make use of structures and patterns.
• Habit 8: I notice when things repeat, and I can develop my own shortcuts.

Math Content Targets
• TN1: I can use exponents to understand large numbers, small numbers, and non-

decimal counting systems.
• TN2: I can write sequences both recursively and with an explicit formula, and I can use 

them to model situations.
• TN3: I can use function notation, evaluate functions for inputs in their domains, and 

interpret statements that use function notation in terms of a context.
• TN4: I can find the inverse of one function and the composition of multiple functions.
• I can use units consistently as a way to define appropriate quantities, guide my solutions 

to problems, and interpret graphs and data displays.
• TN5: I can apply geometric methods to solve design problems.
• TN6: I can create and interpret linear models.
• TN7: I can create and interpret exponential models.
• TN8: I understand logarithms as the inverse of exponential functions, and I can use this 

relationship to solve problems involving the two.
• TN9: I can solve systems of equations and inequalities and interpret the results in the 

context of a problem.

Grading Policy
• Your grade is an indicator of how much you have learned in this class.  Your grade at the 

end of the semester will be the average of your scores for all 31 Student Learning 
Targets.

• For the VPA Literacy Targets, the Habits of Scholarship, and the Mathematical 
Habits, you will complete assignments throughout the semester.  Each assignment will 
be graded on a rubric provided by the teachers.  Your grade for each of these Habits will 
be calculated using the Power Law, which gives you credit for improving your mastery 
over time.

• For the Math Content Targets, you will work on one or two at a time, and you will keep 
track of your progress as you advance to levels 2, 3, then 4.  Once you achieve a level 
of mastery, that is your minimum grade for that SLT, and you can continue to try to 
improve to a higher level.  You can keep track of your progress by organizing your work 
and filling out a capacity matrix for each content target.


